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GOD BLESSED THE SEVENTH DAY, 


AND SANCTIFIED 17. 


H Ar Al Aber Was given hi in- 
iration of Go p — and, that the 
Volume of the O/7 Teſtament, as 
wall as * of the New, is to be reverenced, 
and received by Chriftians for their infirudion 
in righteouſneſs — theſe are truths, which in 
general, we are ready to acknowledge. And 


wie ſhould be careful to prove, that we be- 


lieve them; by that earneſtneſs, with which 


we ſtudy them ourſelves, and recommend 


them to the attention of others. But, in our 


diligent examination of theſe Sacred Oracles, 
we ought (as reaſon muſt convince us) to 


attend principally to thoſe Commands, which 


are of the greateſt Importance. And, cer- 
tainly, of the greateſt Importance are thoſe; 
which have the moſt intimate connection 


with he Holineſs of particular Perſons, / mW 


at the ſame time with National Props 
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Now, amongſt all the quties of this high 


and complicated nature, there is ſcarce one 
of equal importance, with. that of keeping boly 


' The Sabbath Day — a Duty, it may be pre- 
ſumed, not ſufficiently underſtood : certainly, 
too little obſerved : and of late years, by 


many, even in this Proteſtant country, aſton- 


iſhingly profaned. And to this Profanation 


may in a great meaſure be aſcribed that de- 


cay of Piety towards Gop, and that contempt 


of Moral Obligation between Man and Man, 
which are now become ſo. viſible, and fo 
frequent, as to alarm every one, who is ſe- 


_ Fioully concerned nn. ava 


ne Happineſs. 


For, whilſt all men ſeem to be now "oY 


fible of. our public Danger; whilſt ſome, 


perhaps with Juſt indignation, are exclaime 


ing — Where is the heroic Bravery, where 


the truly - - patriot Spirit, of our Britiſh An- > 
_—_ 7? permit the Preacher of the Goſpel N 
ere is the Chriſtian Devotion, „ 


5 lobe that Zeal for Religion, which once 
animated our Countrymen; and rendered 
them honourable in Peace, 4 well as terrible 

| in' War ? — their happy Succeſſes, in both, 


* I exalteth a Nation. © 


4 n ulting regularly from that Nabe, 7, | 


£43 


8 Vs "Es conſiſtently with our belief 
of a Superintending Providence, look up ta. 

that Almighty Being, in whoſe hand are the | 
iſſues of Life and Death; to Him, w Who 
weigheth the Nations of the earth in a ba * 
lance; to Him, whom the Winds, and the 
Seas obey ; and at whoſe pleaſure moves every 
part, in the amazing ſyſtem of the Uni- 
verſe. And let us at preſent conſider 
What is the Command — how ſtand the 
Promiſes — how the Threatenings of The 
Almighty, in relation to A SABBATH, DAY. 


New, that you may —— fairly the 
intereſting nature of this Subject; let me 
introduce it with two, out of the many de- 
clarations, with which Holy Scripture a- 
bounds, and to which it ny" our Phe” \ 
ticular attention. | | 


The p Ifaiah, at the „ of 
his 58th chapter, thus deſcribes the Duties 
of the Sabbath ; and thus proclaims to the 
Jews the profperity promiſed, from Heaven, 
to their religious obſervation of it. ¶ thaw 
turn” away thy foot from the Sabbath, from 

doing thy pleaſure on my holy day; and call the 
| Sabbath @ Delight — the holy of the Lou 
= Hanourable — and ſhalt honour HM; nott 
12 7 mn Ways — nor finding thine aπν 
8 "IO 
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pleaſure — nor Healing hn: 0Wn m.0rds : then 


Halt thou delight thyſelf in the Lord; ond 


J will cauſe thee to ride upon the high places 
of the earth -— for Tas MOUTH OF THE 
Lo RD hath ſpoken it. 

Let us_add the animating Promiſe, and 
the awful Threatening, recorded in the 17th 


| chapter of Jeremiah, Tuus 8a1TH THE 


Loxp : Take beed to your, toes, that ye hal- 
low the Sabbath day. If ye diligently hearken - 
unto me, to ballow the Sabbath day ; then ſhall 
there enter into the gates of Feruſalem kings 
and pa er feting upon the throne of David; 


and this city ſhall remain for ever. But, -1 if. 


pe will not hearken ufo me, to hallow. the 


Sabbath day; then will I kindk a fire in your 
gates, and it ſhall devour your . and 
ir ſhall not be guencbed. 


Now theſe things bappened unto aha 9 
enſamples ; and, they are written for ouR ad- 


© monition. For, was a weekly Sabbath to be 


obſerved by Fews only? Is it not by-Chrift- 
ians alſo? And, if ſo: then, as Gop ſpared 
not his choſen, his once favoured, people of 
the eur; mlly 8 take heed, * he 1. 
e not Us ve ve . Tes, 7 
"But, „ this- Nation fall fall an. 
ſtand, in conſequenee of its Wickedneſs or 


V — yet every man among ours... 
Alben, not men exalted 1 in their ſtation 


<i> 


and ventiable: for their authority, but be 
very, meaneft. of us all: is ſtill-GoD's creature, 


in a ſtate of Trial: created and protected by 


 Gop's goodneſs ; redeemed by Gop's mercy; 
and; hereafter to be ſentenced to an everlaſting 
ſtate of Happinęſs, or of Miſery. : Whether 


then we conſider ourſelves. as Members of ia 


Community, whoſe Bleſſings are always in 
danger from its Viees; or as Chriſtians, whoſe 
Happineſs muſt depend upon their Holineſs; 
and ,whoſe. Holineſs will riſe or fall, with 
their obſervance or negle& of the Duties of 
the Sabbath Day: permit me to engage your 
attention to ſome further ama. re this 
moſt 'i important Subject LE. 8 


That the Jeu were commanded to keep 


| holy one day i in ſeven, is certain from the 


Fourth Commandment, which was delivered 
by Gop himſelf from Sinai : after there had 
been thunderings, and lightnings, and the voice 
of a trumpet exceeding loud — to awaken heir 
_ utmoſt attention; and to make them tremble 
at tranſgreſſing Laws, delivered by God 


' himſelf, with ſuch very awful circumſtances. . 


Buy this commandment all the Jews (Man, 
Woman, Child, Servant, and Stranger with 


them) were to ceaſe from labour one day in 
, 3 that ſo they * have leiſure Toy 


_— 


[=], 


liely: ts worſhip Gop, and „eln his Will; 
| and,” by knowing and executing dr l, fe- 
And there was a 


further infundion; full of mercy, yet ſeldom 
tecollected in theſe days — an injunction of 
Reſt alſo to their AT LE. And this Sab- 
ſeventh 


bath the Jews were to keep on tbe 
day of the Week; becauſe on that day they 
were delivered from Egyption Bondage: and 
ſo they might thank G0 p for that Delive- 
l er their Cycation, one ind the 
This ene ee was aided 
enforced thus: T foventh day is the Sab- 
| bath of 'reft; an holy Convocation j every one 
that” doeth” any work thereon, ar defileth that 
| diy, Pall be cut off from among ft bis People; 
HE. SHALL suREIY BE PUT "TO DEATH. 
A command this, to 1 perhaps Ae 
but it was a. command, Proceeding: from 
Wiſdom, and Juſtice" both infinite; it was. 
the command of Gob: and this Puniſhment 
Was, ſooti after, actually ioflicted. For the 
1 5th chapter of the book of Numbers ac- 
quaints us, that a certain man, having pro- 
faned the Sabbath day, by providing for his 
worldly ſupport; T## Lord SAID, The 
man fhall ſurely be put to death— aid alt the 


— 


mt: him N tbas br 


1 


J F n 
of his hiſtory, that tbe people, having know» 
lege and underfianding,. entered into an oath, 
te walk in GOD law, and do all bis. cm 
mandments ; fo that if 'the people of the land 
(the Heathen ) 6rought any thmg e fell, 
they would not buy it of them on the: Sabbath 
day. And, Nehemiah, who was Governor of 
the Jews (and whoſe example is highly wor- 
thy the imitation of all CBriſfian Governors) 
- complains, that ſome of the Jews themſelyes 
afterwards followed their worldly buſineſs on 
that Sacred Day. And the zealous indigna- 
tion of this religious Magiſtrate, againſt ſuch 
public. wickedneſs, is expreſſed thus — in 
theſe days ſaw.T in Judab ſome treading wine» 
preſſes, and bringing in ſheaves, and bearing 
burdens, on the Sabbath day; and I teſtified 
againſt them, There were alſo men of 7. gre, 
who: ſold-unto the children of Fudah, and in 
Feruſalem. Then contended I with the nobles 
of Judah, and ſaid unto them — What evil 
thing is this that ye do, and profane the Sab- 
| bath day? Did net. your fatbers thus? And 
did not our Go p bring all this evil upon us, 
and upon this. ciry ? Yet ye bring more 
wrath upon Iſrael, by profaning the Sabbath. 
Then commanded. I the. gates of | Feruſalems ta 
be four, mar any 0 "I 
end, 


| ar } 
and, from that time, came the ſellers of ware no 
more on tbe Sabbath day. Nehemiah, you 
ſee; tells the Jews — that the Evils, which 
had been brought (and they were brought 
in great abundance) upon that people, were 
 Nuniſhments for profaning the weekly Sab- 
bath, in defiance of the Authority, in de- 
fiance of the ſolemn Command, of their 
Divine Lawgiver. 


Thus then ſtood the caſe with the ſhes: 
As they obſerved, or profaned, their Sabbath ; 
ſo did they contribute to fave their Country, 
or to haſten the deſtruction of it: at leaſt to 
render it proſperous, or miſerable. And 
ſurely no ſenſible man, who believes an Uni- 
ver ſal Providence; who conſiders well the 
extenſive conſequences to Religion, depend- 
ing on a Sabbath day; and who is convinced, 

that Chriſtians are bound likewiſe to keep 
holy one day in ſeven : no man of ſenſe, with 
theſe convictions about him, can eaſily doubt, 
but that the caſe of the Fews is, and will be, 
the caſe of - Ch-j/tian Nations alſo, and con- 
ſequently of this Nation of Great Britain. 


If, indeed, 5 * obſervation. of a Sabbath 
had been no where. commanded, but in. the. 


* Soon after this "ORE was preached at Whitehall ; 
the great Stateſman, who honoured it with, his attention, 
7 in a Bill, for doubling the Tolls at the „ | 
n a Sunday, 


. 
20th chapter of Exodus ; and had we no no- 
tice of its having been at all obſerved, till 
AFTER the Fourth Commandment had been 
delivered to the Jews: then the obligation 
on us CHRISTIANS would not have been 


ſo clear, and ſo concluſive, as it is at pre- 
47 ſent. But the caſe, in fact, is otherwiſe: 


For it is certain, that the Jews obſerved 
a Sabbath, Before they came to Sinai; con- 
ſequen tly, before the Fourth" Commandment 
was given from Sinai. And, as they obſerved 
a Sabbath, no doubt Gop had commanded it. 
It was BEFORE they came to Sinai, that the 
Manna did not deſcend on the ſeventh day, 
becauſe it was the Sabbath ; and on the fixth 
day they were to gather Teflicicar! for two 
days, that ſo upon the ſeventh they might 
keep Gop's Commandments — including, no 
doubt, ſome previous Command for. keeping . 
holy the Sabbath day. e 

| It is alſo obſervable, that the Fourth 
Commandment, and'that only, begins with 
the word Remember; as reminding them of 
a Command already given : REMEMBER | 
the Sabbath day, to keep it 40%. 23 


And now, as to this previous Command, 
as to the divine inſtitution of a Sabbath ex- 
preſſly before mentioned; holy Scripture af- 


firms, 


1 
1 BN Ke 
1 «4% , 
} T's 

7 . 


bath. was Man — not 
3 * - : w - * * „ „ EE. * 
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. (what from the practice of mankind 
in theſe days ſeems to be little thought of) 
that it was commanded: af. the beginning of 
the world, For, the 1ſt chapter of Genefis 
having deſcribed the Creation of the World 
in fix days; the ad chapter begins with ac- 
quainting us, that Gop, having ceaſed from 


all his. works, BLESSED THE SEVENTH 


DAY, AND SANCTIFIED IT, that is (for 
the original word can ſignify nothing elſe) 
— it to be kept Bey. 

This Command, thus given at the Begin- 


ning of the World, at the eoketakion of 


Gop's Work of Creation, muſt it not oblige 
all men that are created ? Muſt it not oblige 
all nations, to whom it is made known? For 


the reaſon is univerſal: Gov finiſhed his Work 


in fix days, and commanded the ſeventh to be 


kept holy by his Creatures. And as all the 
rational Creatures of Gop here on earth are 
bound to thank him, for their Creation; and 


to ſet apart ſome portion of their time, 
order to praiſe him — pray unto him — =q 
learn to pleaſe him, by knowing and execu- 


ting his Commands: fo ALL MANKIND 


are bound to obſerve A SABBATH DAY». 


To this purpoſe therefore may be applied 
the words of our 17 Saviour: 75% Sab 
for ay 

at 


( 5 1 
— he bot for Afen, for 
; Mankind uviverfully. 


. Great ſurprize has been expreſikd, by ame ; 

men, at the Moſaic account of the Creation; 

as to Gad's creating the World in fix days, 

| when he might have done it in a fingle mo- 

ment. But, how illuſtcious in this very point 

is the Viſdom of Gon! He had prepared a 

World for a new race of Creatures. Could 

thoſe Creatures be happy in that world, with» 

out r Could Virtue be ſupported 

Relig ion be delivered dawn fully, could it 

* ae been taught effectually, to Millions of 
Creatures, without flated and frequent Sea- 
fons for public inftruftion ? — And could 
ſuch Seaſons have been fixed regularly, and 
obſerved duly, through the World, without 


h the moſt fone Authority ? 


- Behold, then, Gor HimszLF, not com- 
manding only, but condeſcending to recom- 
mend, and even to invite, by HIS OWN E- 
AMPLE | — adding bis own Example to bis 
own Command; the more effectually to in- 
fluence Mankind to work fix days, and reſt 
upon the ſeventh, to the end of the World, 
| as He did at its beginning - and ( as St PU 
© ſays) that MEN might ceaſe from THEIR 
| 0 — as Gop did from Hs. ö 


2 . — 


n \ 
—_— if 1 


2 


* 


Tae? 


early commanded to be Kept holy; yet which 
day of our week that was, is not fo clear. 
The ſeventh day of the World was the firſt 
hole day of the life of our firſt Parents; 
who were created on different parts of the 
fixth; And this firſt whole day being the 
firſt Sabbath; it is probable, they reckoned 
their Viel from that Sabbath, as we do: 
offering up the firſt day of each Week, as 
the firſt fruits of their time, to Gop. But, 
on which day of our Week, their Sabbath 
was, is not certain: and 1 fhall preſently 
ſhew, that this point neither i is, nor can r 
* great importance to us. 


Adam, and in him all Mankind. 1 
thus commanded to keep the Sabbath holy ; 


it is probable that good men, from the be- 


ginning, did ſo. And, that Noah's Sons 
carried with them into the various Parts of 
the World this Command of - a Weekly Sab- 
bath, is evident from their reckoning Time 
by à regular return of every ſeven days — a 
. which no Obſervation upon Nature 
could have taught them to agree in: and 
yet it is a Cuſtom, which obtained of old 
among moſt of the Heathen Nations, though 
IE We laſt N the reaſon of its Inſti- 


-. * * 


> 


1 
[a 1 

And now on viewing the ſubje& in this 
light, we, ceaſe to wonder, that we have no 
ſuch Command from Chrift or his Apoſtles, be- 
cauſe there was no occaſion for it: GO 
having, at the Creation, en joined a Sabbath 
to all Mankind, conſequently to us Chriſtians. 
But, as to the particular day, let this remark 
be carefully attended to — (and, for want 
of attending to it, many and unhappy have 
been the differences amongſt Chriſtians ) — 
that, though ane particular Nation, in one 
particular Country, MAY obſerve one and the. 
ſame day in the Week, yet all Nations upon 
Earth AN xor obſerve one and the ſame 


day. And the reaſon is, becauſe it is not the 
ſame day, to all Nations, at- the ſame time. 


In ſome. Countries the Sun riſes, when it 


ſets in others. With other inhabitants of 
this round World, it is . at an hour 
when with ur it is / . What therefore 
is our Sabbath day cannot poſſibly be theirs ;; 
nor can our day be their day at all: becauſe 
OUR DAY is THEIR NIGHT. © 
It being therefore impoſſible, -that ay 


holy day can be celebrated at one and the 


ſame time by all men, though it may by the 
inhabitants of a fingle Country : it follows, 
that, though one and the ſame day might be 


commanded, and was obſerved. in Fudea, it 


1 could 


18 J 

could not be obſerved; and of tourſe was 
not dommanded, niverſally. Thus we ſee; 
that the Jens when in Paleftine might ob- 
ſerve, as their Sabbath, what is nearly our - 
Saturday ; but that al men cannot obſerve. 
our Sunday. 80 that, as the former were 
fixed to one particular day in ſeven, the lat= 
ter could only be fixed to forme om dey in 
ſeven; to hit day, which Was n "to 

che ſeventh ; or to ſome one day, which - 
Gop had diltinguiſhingly honbured: ſuch as 

was the day of that univerſal Bleſſing, The 

Aaternse ren or Jxsos Cunts r. | 


| | During the life of Chriſt, the Sabbath of 
the Jews was on their Seventh-day, the day 
of their deliverance out of Egypt. And this 
is the reaſdn given in the Fourth Command- 
| when applied nationally to them, in the 
Fth chapter of Denteronomy which was 
thetefore 2 /ign and à token to THEM, as to 
the particular day. Whereas the Firf day 
of the Week was obſerved by THE Aros- 
TES; Which was probably the day of the 
Original and Univerſal Sabbath, and cer rainy 
the day of Chrift's Reſurrection. Hence is 
the Cbriſtian Sabbath called in the New Te 
tament THE LokD's Day ; and Ghrift is, 
in three of the Goſpels, called Tux Lo 


N (Aro) OF THE SABBATH DAY... - : 


1 a9 J 

The Fourth Commandment therefore, as 
it ſtands in Exodus, enforced from the argu- 
ment gf Creation, and relating to all God's 
rational. Creatures here on earth, muſt be 
meant as commanding all men to keep holy 
one day in every ſeven, as a Sabbath unto the 
Lord. It begins — Remember (not the ſe- 
venth, but) tbe Sabbath day. And the ſe- 

venth day, mentioned afterwards, may be 
the ſevegth in ſucceſſion after any one day. 
And finge no one day is the ſame in all 
Countries; ; the words tbe ſeventh day i ic the 
Sabbath, in the midſt of an univerſal Com- 
mand, can only mean ane day in ſeven, or 
every ſeventh: day: which day was by the 
Apoſtles fixed; in Judea, on what was heir 
fe day of the Week — is fixed with us, on 
our firſt day, though ſome hours lajer — 
and may be fixed, by men in far diſtant parts 
of the World, on the „ day of their Week,; 
though beginning at an hour, when the Sab- 
bath with us is nearly expired. And laſtly; 
in this view may we Chr: tions, conſiſtently | 
with reaſon and holy Scripture, unite in that 
ſolemn petition, ſubjoined in gur Liturgy 
to the Fourth Commandment ; and devoutly 
— that Gon would incline OUR rel to 

r 


"» its tic to cet; cali ese ke 
(ubſcribing to this part of our Liturgy, by Chillingworth, 


(=) 
« T; bis hw this 1s. the Day, which THE . 
10 bath made This is the Day, which 
0p hath commanded to be kept holy, 
from the very beginning to the very end of 
the world; let ws religiouſly ale, and de- 
vou tl y be glad therein. 


We have ſeen then, that G0 Almi ghty 
hath commanded a Sabbath day to be kept 
holy by all Nations — We have ſeen, that 
the Jews were commanded to obſerve it, 
upon pain of Death; and that the Profperity 
of that Nation depended upon their obſerva- 

tion of it — We have ſeen alſo be Manner 
of obſerving it, preſcribed in holy Scripture; 
namely, that we ceaſe from Work, ls alſo 
from Pleaſure, in order to attend { conſtantly, 
when in Health) the public Worſhip of The 

” Almighty, and to ſecure our own' Happinefs - 

* the knowledge and practice of his Laws. 
And now: if everlaſting conſequences, if 
| Happineſs or Miſery, beyond imagination, 
await for certain the Obedience or 'Diſobe- 
dience of vs ALL ; Who, where is he, that 
ſhall defy the Commend, and deſpiſe the Ex- 
ample, of his Creator ?. Who, where. is he, 
that ſhall attempt the deſtruction of public 
Profperity, and trample alſo: upon the wiſe ST © 
Laws of his Country? Who is there amongſt 18 
us, that ſhall declare himſelf loſt, loſt tio 


. 
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all ſenſe of Duty to his GOD! joft' 00 all 


ſenſe of Duty to his CounTRy ! loſt to all 


ſenſe of Duty to HiusELT! by profanely 
violating this ſacred Feſtival ! — not barely 


_ mif-ſpending it, in Viſits uſeleſs and unin- 


ſtructive; but profanely violating it by La- 


bour a worldly Tranſa#tions ! — profanely 
violating it by Kfemes of Pleaſure, Fond 


ting all ſerious thought and by ſuch ſchemes 


of Pleaſure, as not only diſgrace this Nation, 


becauſe ſo much indulged on common days; 
but which, becauſe ſo frequently indulged, 
on this ſolemn Day, by the Great and the 
Mi ighty, threaten us with ſwift Deſtruction. 


if But, however that may prove; if, to the 
Anon" of -the-Oivas and Mighty, it be now 
grown: faſhionable to manifeſt the brighteſt 
Charities to their Fellow-Creatures ; ſhall it 


"grow faſhionable, to manifeſt a Contempt of 


I 


their CREATOR ? — To love Gop, this is 
the firſt and great Commandment ; and it 


- is but the /econd, that we love one another. . 


The primitive Chriſtians (and they were 
Chriſtians not in name only) never thought 


of compounding the matter, like many mo- 


dern Chriſtians; conſecrating one part of 


the day, and profaning all the reſf of it. 


Tur made a religious uſe of the Whole; 
at home and in private, with their families 


ww 
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and by themſelves, as well as in the great 
Congregation... Nor would THEY. for/ake tbe 
effembling themſelves together for Public Wor- 
ſhip, though expoſed to every kind of Tor- 
ture, to every kind of Death, from their Hear 
then Perſecutors. But Wx — at preſent w» 
being burt by no perſecutions, may ſafely give 
thanks to God, in his holy Church. And thall 
we, BRITONs, be negligent of our Duty, be» 
cauſe we may attend upon it without danger 
This would be difingenuous indeed. Unwor- 
thy ſhall we be of the name of Chriſtians, un- 
worthy the name of Proteſtants, unworthy 
even the name of Men; if, when ſyrrounded 
as we are with bleGings, we exert not our 

utmoſt Zeal, that Glory be to God now, as 
it was in the beginning. 

We read, that the Jews gathered alan 
ſelves together, as one man, to hear what the 
Lord God had commanded — and Ezra read 

the Law before the congregation of Men, and 
| amen, and all the Children that could hear 
worth wnder flanding : and the ears of all the 
people attentive unto the Law — And 
Ezra bleſſed the Lox p, the great Gop ; and 


all the prople anfivered AMEN | Amen! with. 
kiftiug up their. hands — and then they bowed 
their heads, and wore rhe Lob, with 


But 
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But if ſuch was the zeal and religion of the 
Jes; ſhall we curRisTIANS, who Gave. 4 
better Covenant, founded upon better Pr 
— Gop forbid, that we ſhould come ſhort of 
them; either in the frequency of our Devo- 
tions, or the ſolemn manner of performing them. 
On the contrary, having (as St Paul fays) 
having JesUs an high prieft over the houſe of 
God, let us draw near with a true heart, in 
full affurance of Faith; having our hearts 
ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, and our bo- 
dies waſhed with pure water. — Nor rox- 
SAKING THE ASSEMBLING OF OURSELVES 
TOGETHER, As THE MANNER OF SOME 
is: but exhorting one another ; and ſo much 
the more, as ye ſee the day approaching. He, 
that deſpiſed Moſes Law, died without mercy. 
Of how much forer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, 
ſhall E be thought worthy ; who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and done deſpite 
unto the Spirit of Grace? It is a fearful thing 
ro fall into the hands of the living God! — 
Yet a little while; and he, that ſhall come, will 
come : and then (if ye are his Diſciples in- 
| deed) then ſhall ye come unto the City of the 
living God; to a Kingdom, which cannot be 
ſhaken ; to an innumerable Company of Angels, 
to the general Aſſembly and Church of the 
firſt - born, which are written in Heaven. 
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| ObjeMions anſwered, and. Difficulties ſolved, 


on this important Subject: in a Dialogue, 


between the Author and a Friend. 


Friend. .* preſent Viſit, sir, is owing to the 


great deſire 1 Have of knowing your, 
8 upon a point of Religion, which ap- 
pears to me of a very intereſting nature. 


Author, No one, Sir, is more glad to ſee a Friend 


than'l am; and there is no topic of Converſation, 


which I think fo intereſting as that of AE LIOGION. 
My ſentiments therefore are at your ſervice : - but 


what is the Subject of your enquiry ? 


Friend. It relates to The Sabbath Day: whether 
we Chriſtians are, or are not, bound to keep'it boly. 


For many perſons, who wiſh to be thought good 


Chriſtians, pay little attention, I mean religious at- 
tention, to this Day. And while ſome Authors, 


whom I have looked into, ſeem to be at a loſs 


how to ſtate the Obligation; others ſpeak of @ Sab- 


bath, as being now repealed and aboliſhed. 


Author, In my opinion, there is no ſubject of 


oreater conſequence ; and yet it has indeed been 
unhappily miſunderſtood by ſome, and by others 
wrongly repreſented. The great importance of 


Public Worſhip, and conſequently of a Stated 
Time for it, is confeſſed on all hands, The exerciſe 
of public worſhip appears to be the only ſolid foundation 


of the religious ſentiments of the people, which derive 


their force from imitation and habit. Thus Mr Gib-. 


* in . Riſe 22 Fall: of the Roman Empire : 


vol. 3, 


\ 
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| vol-3, 93- Another writer, who was never ſuſ- 
"7 prejudice in favour of Religion, Mr Hob- 
3 that, though the common opinion of 
— concerning the Lord's Day were an error; 
yet it would be a bappy one, and the contrary truth 
ought not to be publiſhed. And another autbor” fince, of 
the ſame lamp (Mr Mandeville) bath'tonfeſſed it to 
be the moſt uſeful" Day of the ſkven. The two laſt 
teſtimonies are from Arch -Bp Secker, who has three 
Sermons upon this ſubject. He ſays : Without Public 
Worſhip, mankind would gradually loſe all ſenſe of Re- 
ligion; and, without that, the lower part of them 
would quickly fink into the groſſeſt Depravity of Mind 
and Profligacy of Manners. And Dr Ogden fays: 
Without the aſſignment of 'ſome particular times for the 
Worſhip of God, and the celebration of Religious, Rites, 
it is not at all incredible, that Chriſtianity itſelf, long 
| before our days, and all knowledge and thought even of 
Supreme Being, might have periſhed from the face of 
the earth. — This Day (the Chriſtian Sabbath) pro- 
bably preſerves Religion in the word. | 


Friend. But, has not this latter author ſaid : There 
is not to be found ( in the New Teſtament ) one word 
to recommend any obſervance of the Sabbath? And 
does he not then aſk, Can it be ranked ana the 
| Duties of Cbriſian _. 
© Author. He does. And mat link taining 
tha: an Author, who has acknowledged, that rhe 
exiſtence of Chriſtianity probably depends upon ſuch ob- 


| — ü ů hs 


"oP a Chriftian Duty : is rnd when he allows, 


that 
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that the ſeumb day uad ſanitified from * 
of the uurid. For ta me it appears moſt true 
that every command of Gop, whether given to the 
Patriarchs or to the Jews, in itſelf reaſonable for 
Chtiſtians to ahm and unrepealed by Chriſt, or 
1 But the. other celebrated author — 
N. Procepts given ta mankind before, under leſs penfeli 
Diſenſations, continue am fariber obligatory, thas they | 
are_tither plainly confirmed by Chriftianity,' er are in 
their own nature moral and unchangtable. 
| + Author, Tis readily allowed, that the command 
of keeping holy @ Sabbath dgy is not plainly confirmed 
in the New Teſtament; and that keeping holy every 
ſeventh day is not a Moral command, but a Pofitroe. 
Bur fill, the Worſhip of Gop is certainly a Moral 
duty ; and the Public worſhip of Gop muſt be the 
Moral duty of Social creatures, all eben aer 
one Almighty Creator. Theſe points are ſet forth 
large, in the beginning of the ſame Sermon: 
here alſo it is aſſerted, that the other nine Command- = 
ments being as old as the Creation, and obligatory on 
| all nen; it ſeems extremely probable from thence atone, = 
that this, the fourth in number, was ſo 1. But, let 
me add; that it muſt be the duty of Moral Agents, 
to obey every Poſitive command, which comes from 


| "God to his creatures. And ſuch is certainly the 


command for ſancbiſying a Sabbath, given imme- 
dizately after the Creation and of courſe obtigatory = 
on all men, to whom that comtmand is made known. 
And as to this Divine Command, thus recorded at 
ad — 66 — | 
firmed 


\ 


„ DIALOGUE. bs 


eme iy the New ; we may apply, from the fame 
Writer, the words following. There is not. a: fingle 
 tnflance, from the earlieſt times downwards: for 1500 
years; of amy Church» or Seis of Believers whatever, 
that did not profeſs keeping the firſt day boly., —— But 10 
| Council ever pretended to eftabliſh the obſervation of 
this Duy : which, far from lowering its obſervation, 
heightens it very much; by ſbewwing, that the Rulers of 
the Church all along: knew it to have been eftabliſbed, 
Fried. But, if a weekly Sabbath was inſtituted. 
thus early: muſt we not ſuppoſe, that it was ob- 
ſerved by the Patriarchs ? And ſhould we not cer- 
a een Bees INORG BY AACR? PAIR! 


Author, Not, fo certainly. For the ſame Writer 
obſerves, that not even the Name of the Sabbath is 
mentioned in the ſacred biftory, for almoſt 500 years 
after Moſes, that is, till David's reign ; and then, 
only once : and but once again, for above 100 years 
more. Tet no one doubts of its being appointed, aud in 
the main obſerved through that time: and therefore, 

_ why not in the preceding times alſo? Since there is the - 
fame rraſon ts be: given for omitting the mention of it in 
both caſes; -that the Hiſtory is ſhort, and comprebends 
no particulars that made ſpeaking of it neceſſary. Bur, 

in the Moſaic hiſtory of the Patriurchs ſeveral cir- 
cumſtances are mentioned, from which their obſer- 

vance of a Sabbath may fairly be inferred : as may 
be ſeen in my Diſſertation, on b Oblations of Cain 
and Abel: 8*. 1747 p. 15553864 And þ there 
eee Pi] gh that 1 it could no more be in- 
0 FF ferred 
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ferred chat a Sabbath.was not obſerved, becauſe the 
obſervance is not expreſsly recorded, than that Cir- 


. cumcifion. was not obſerved, beeauſe the obſervance 
is not mentioned . _— at RR Roe 


Fohn tbe Baptiſt. 


Friend. — — chat 


the Sanctification of the ſeventh Day is mentioned 


in Genefis, only by way of a Prolepfis, or _— 
tion of the commandment from Sinai? 


Autbor. It has been a notion with ſome; bus it is 
repugnant to the ſacred Hiſtory. For the 16th 
chapter of Exadus records an obſervance of the Sab- 


bath, before the delivery of the fourth command- 


ment from Sinai: which obſervance mult have been 
in conſequence of ſome Poſitive Inſtitution; and 
this doubtleſs was the Command — —_— 
after the Creation. 

Friend. But, if we are thus far right, as to a 
Sabbath both Patriarchal and Jewiſb; yet there are 
men, who have doubts as to the Chriſtian Diſpenſa- 


tion; I mean, whether Chriſtians are bound like- 


Wiſe to keep holy one day in ſeven. - , 
Author, Doubts have been, and certainly are, 


entertained by ſome : and what opinion is there ſo 
_ clear, of which ſome have not doubted ?- But, if 


we admit a Patriarchal Sabbath; and allow the 


exiſtence of 4 Divine Command, promulged at the - 


Creaticn, and obliging all mankind: . Chriſtians muſt 
be included, — likewiſe 


ſtands indiſputable. - 


Friend. You cannot be ignorant, dat Dr hen 


( De Legibus Heb. 1.1. c. 5) has endeavoured to 


— 
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prove, that a Sabbath was given only to the Tſfraet- 
ites; and to them, by way of a Sign. He refers to 
Ezek. 20; 10,11, 12: I brought them into the wil. 
derneſs; and I gave them my flatutes — moreover I 
cave them my Sabbaths. And Nebem. g, 14 : Thou 
- gaveſt them commandments, and MADEST KNOWN unto 
them thy holy Sabbath. On which paſſages he remarks— 
— that Laws are not ſaid to be given, or made known, 
when they are Fs but when they a are firſt pro- 
n 
. Author, Though I have anſwered this objection, 
in my Diſſertation already referred to; yet I Mall 
here again confront it with the following argument. 
Circumciſion was one of the ritual Statutes, G1veN 
and MADE KNOWN to the Iſraelites in the wilder- 
nels; and yet it was then only renewed, not firft 
promulged. For St John affirms (7, 22) | — Moſes 
GAVE unto you circumciſion ; not that it is of Moſes 
(originally) but of the fathers. So, in the caſe be- 
fore us: Moſes gave unto the Jews @ Sabbath, and 
made it known to them: not that it was originally 
from the days of Moſes, but long before, even TO 
the Creation of the world. 135 
Friend. But, how then was the Sabbath « Sip 
to the nation of the eus? | 
- Author. It was ſo, conc); Firſt: W 
was on a Day, diſtinguiſhed for the Deliverance of 
that particular People. And ſecondly : becauſe it 
diſtinguiſhed them, as worſhippers of the one true 
God, the Creator, and of Him only, from the 
other nations who were 1dolaters; worſhipping Gods 


RAT I 


* 


89 DIAL O ux. 


mam, but falſely ſo. called. The firſt. ſolution is 
confirmed by the faurth commandment in Deuiero- 
xeny and is well illuſtrated. by Mr Aade ( Dife. 
15). who. ſays — that the ſeventh day ſabbath was 
4 Sen ta the Jews, as ſervants. of that Gad, who 
. redeemed them.out of, Egypt ;. and who, on the morn- 
ing af that day which they kept for their Sabbath, 
everwbelmed the Egyptians in the red [ea, aud ſaved 
Afar on that day. And, as to the ſecond ſolution, 
_ this learned author obſerves — that the Chriſtian as 
well as tbe Jew, by. fanQifying every ee, — 
profeſſeth himſelf a ſervant of ( od the eator. Add 
therefore, that this practice now is 4 Sign alſo in 
favour of Chriftiqns ; as diſlinguiſhed likewife from 
nations, that are  Idolaters, * 

*"Friend., Are there not, Ke" in the New 
TYeftameht ſome Texts; which ſeem to repreſent 
Tuch' preceding appointments as null and void under 
Chriſtianity ? For inſtance :, St Paul ſays ta the 

Galatians (4; 10, 11) Te obſerve days, and months, 
did Himes, and years Ian afraid of Jou, ft 1 have 
biffewed pon you labour in x vain, _ 7 | 
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See Hallett's Notes; vol. a 75, 117. And A Sewer 
dat xs (y. 81) —£ iris ardentor paulo N tor 
te diem ſeptimum ſanẽte pieque tranſigere voluit ; ut ad Legem | 

. eius, ſenſu latiflimo ſumtai, vitam conformaret. Creatoris 
* exempham Iffaelitis indicic faiffe videtur, cod etiim operibus 
name cntamplandis vacare debuiſſe. Sir eim Puro: 
* Canfats ſtim die. Daum quieviſſe: a ſais operibuc: Juli igi- 
Co tur, ut quicungue bac inflituta recepilſent, ficut in ceteris, ita 
"«; in buc age Deum Sequerentur. : ſeptimo die interguieſcends, 

van pu- contimplttiohi rerum er fltdio ſifiente; retrac- 
+ 1andy eee, aff fruit f er rationem rum 
Dr mpeſcendo, ficubi a legum præſeripto aberraſum fuerat &." 
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- e Ses ie conſequence of an imperfe&t qus· 
tation! The Apoſtle, it is very true, diſapproves 
here the obſervation of ſome Feſivals: but it is 48 
true, that he ſpeaks of Feſtivals entirely) Jeuiſb. 
For he is ſpeaking to eus converted to Chriſtiani- 
ty; and ſays, in the verſe immediately preceding, 
How turn ye again tu the weak aud begpariy elements, 
whereunto. ye defire again to br in bondage ? 
Friend. But the ſame Apoſtle has faid (Cal, 16) 
Let no man judge you in meat, or in drink, or in re- 
Spef# of an boly day, or of the new moon, or of #he 
SABBATH DAYS. Do not theſe words imply 4 r. 
pea} of all antecedent Sabbaths? 0, 
| Author. By no means. St Paul e 
the Gentile Converts againſt being led away by thoſe, 
who wanted to connect the Ceremonial Law of 
ſenſe is: Let no man judge you, as not properly be- 
longing to the Chriſtian Church, unleſs you obſerve 
the Jewiſh. ordinances, both with regard to their 
Meats, and their Feſtivals, The Jews had different 
kinds of Sabbaths ; as indeed the plural word Sab. 
baths here ſeems to imply. For the fr ff day and the 
_ tenth day of the ſeventh month were both Sabbaths: 
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Sabbatical Tears, as well as Days: ſee Leu 25, 4. 
But, if the word, here uſed by St Paul, meant 
ſtrictly the wort iy Sabbath days; ſtill they were the 
Sabbaths of the Jews. And, theſe being on a dax 
different from the day of Chriſtians; the Apoſtie, 
$3 mer, 


ſee Lev. 16, 31 and 23, 24. And they had allo 


3 + 
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adds — which are a $8HaDow.of things lo come, but 


| the deliverance from Egypt, was @ ſhadow of the 
Chriſtian Sabbath, celebrating a far greater deli- 


verance, ee eee Chriſt: then, while 
be taketh away the firſt, he eftabliſheth the ſecond. = | 
Friend. But, is it then ſo clear and certain, that 


ä * different from that of the Jews, waar 
as a Sabbath by the Apoſtles? "oo 7 


undoubted. And little can it be doubted, Whether 
the Sabbath was not, after Chriſt's death, obſerved 
by the {4poftles on the firſt day of the week, or Sun- 
day; THAT being certainly the day of Chriſts Re- 
furreftion. The holy Women, who had followed 


Chriſt, after beholding his ſepulchre, refted on the 


| Sabbath day (that is the ſeventh day of the week) 
according to the commandment. Bur on the very next 


day, the day of the Reſurrection, the Apoſtles were 


aſſembled ; and Jeſus, who had expounded the pro- 
phecies to two diſciples at Emmaus, during the day, 
again inſtructed the eleven and others with them, in 
the evening. Zuke 24, 13-49. And this day, which 
was certainly the fir in the week, was afterwards 
called by St John (Rev. 1, 10) the Lord's day. It 
was alſo on the firff day of the week, that tbe dif- 
| ciples came together to break bread, that is, to receive 


* 
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of the latter. After the word Sabbatbs, the Apoſtle 


the gor is of Cbriſ. And as the Apoſtle here in- 


Autbor. That the Fewifp Sabbath was obſerved 
on the ſeventh. day of the week, or Saturday, is 


& * 
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the Lord's Supper; and then Paul preached unto 
them. But this Apoſtle's approbation of Chriſtians 
meeting on the Lord's day, for public worſhip, is 
particularly evident from 1 Cor. 16; 1,2 — Now 
concerning the collection for the ſaints, as I have given 
order to the churches of Galatia, even ſo do ye. Upon 
the firſt day of the week, let every one of you lay by 
bim in ſtore (literally treaſuring ) as God bath proſ- 
pered bim; that there be no gatherings, when I come: 
that is, let every one of you reſolve with himſelf, 
and prepare what he may zreaſure, or depoſit in the 
common treaſury, according to his ability; that 
there be no GaTaeRINGS &c. For, ſuch gatherings, 


when he ſhould come, would not have been at all 


prevented, by each man's laying up a ſtock at home: 
this could be prevented only by their putting all 

their contributions into one public and common flock 
before hand. What the Apoftic then had ordered 
the churches of Galatia, and now ordered the Co- 
rinthian Church to do, was. this : Upon every firſt 
day of tbę week, when they met together to join in 
Divine Worſhip, he directed them to treaſure up 
their alms in @ common ſtock : that when he came, 
it might be ready; and he not have the trouble of 
then collecting it from particular perſons. He 
knew, it would be done on that day moſt conve- 
niently ; becauſe it was their cuſtom, on that day, 
to aſſemble tor public worſhip. By this order there- 
fore, as here given, he declared his approba. ion of 
their practice, and confirmed their cuſtom, of af- 


ſembling on the firſt 42 9-4 the week. See Hallett 8 
Notes 
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News on Scripture vol. 3, pag. 182. The pre- 


ceding comment upon the Apoſtolic command, as 


to treaſuring up publicly on the Sunday, perfectly 
agrees with the practice, thus expreſſed by Juſtin 
Martyr : On Sunday, the more opulent contribute, each 


what be thinks proper; and what is thus collefed is 


depoſited with the Prefident. Edit. Thirl. p. 98. 


Friend. There ſtill remains, what ſome have con- 
ſidered, as a difficulty; but which, I confeſs, never 


apptared ſuch to me. I mean— the conduct of our 


Saviour himſelf upon the Sabbath : in permitting 
his - diſciples, when going through the fields, to 
Pluck ſome ears of corn; and in working three Mi- 
racles, for the cure of diſeaſes. The hiſtory of theſe 
facts, with the reaſoning of Chriſt upon them, 1s 


recorded in Matt. 12,1—13: Mar. 2, 23—28 with 
3, I—5 : Luk. 6, 1—10 with 13, io—16: and 


Jobn 4, 1—16. p 

Author. The apology made by Chriſt for his di. 
ciples, as founded on their hunger, and the bene- 
volence wonderfully manifeſted in the cure of three 
miſerable ſufferers, were well calculated to reſcue 


the due obſervance of the Sabbath from the falſe - 


glaſſes and ſuperſtitious additions made by the Pha- 
riſees. And, agreeably to our bleſſed Lord's appli- 
cation of the words, I will have mercy and not ſa- 
crifice (that is, mercy rather than ſacrifice) the leſ- 
ſon taught us by Chriſt is — that Ref on the Sab- 
bath, for the purpoſes of Religion, does not forbid 
Works either of real Neceſſity, or of true Charity. 
Friend. By your definition of a Sabbath, as being 
Reſt for the * of — you remind me of 


the 


_ 


7 
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the ſtrange aſſertion of ſome writers, who contend, 


that, in the fourth Commandment, the idea of Reſt 


{ſwallows up every other conſideration. When it is 


really obvious to obſerve, that the Reſt is chiefly 
for the ſake of the Religion: the Commandment 


beginning thus — Remember the Sabbath day, To 


KEEP IT HOLY. 


- - Author, You are certainly right. T he idea of 


abſolute Reſt upon the Sabbath is an abſolute abſur- 


dity ; nearly as great, as that of Ręſ for the ſake of 


Reſt. Whereas the juſt idea is that of Reft from 
work, from all ſuch labours as are, on the other fix 
days, innocent, uſeful, and neceſſary ; that there 
may be leiſure for religious exerciſes. The Phariſees 


allowed of lifting a ſheep out of a pit, or leading an 


ox to water : and we find, that a very ſhort diſtance 
of place from place is deſcribed as a Sabbath day's 
journey. But in Judea there were many Synagogues ; 
and to theſe the Jews certainly reſorted, on their 
weekly Sabbath, for public worſhip and public in- 
ſtruction: for, according to St James (Allis 15,21) 
of old time, had in every city them that hr: 


a; chink now, that, in a of your 
ce, I ſee my way clearly : but, for greater 
certainty, I beg you to reduce what has been ſaid 
into a few ſhort propoſitions. 


Authir. My meaning is briefly this — that Gop, 


at the creation, certainly commanded a ſeventh day 
to be kept holy by all mankind — that a weekly 
a was probably obſerved by the Parriarcbo, 

E 2 and 


7 
Rr 
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and upon the fr/# day of their week — that a Sab- 
bath: was obſerved by the Jews, before they came 
to Sinai; and upon the ſeventh day, the day of their 
Egyptian deliverance — that it was awfully rein- 
forced, and inſerted amongſt thoſe Commandments, 
which were the great Charter of their Religion ; 
and by obedience to which, they were to hold poſ- 
ſeſſion of Paleſtine — that they reſorted, always, 
(Jobn 18, 20) on that day, to their Synagogues, 
in every city; to hear the law of Moſes, and to 
Join in the worſhip of Go D - that when the na- 
tional Sabbath of the Jews ceaſed, the Chriſtian 
Sabbath took place; and the firſt day of the week, 
on account of the Reſurrection of Chriſt, was * 
ſerved by the Chriſtians — Hut that no one parti- 
cular Day was commanded in the New Teſtament, 
becauſe one and the ſame Day could not be obſerved 
by all the Nations upon earth, at the ſame time. 
So that one day in ſeven was all that could be uni- 
ver ſally kept holy; and this portion of our time is 
to be kept holy, now, and henceforth, by all 
Chriſtians, to the end of the world. | 


Friend. As to the Manner of obſerving it, which 
remains yet to be conſidered ; the conduct of man- 
kind is ſo very various, that 1 ſhall be ſtill more 


obliged, if you will give me your 3 What 
that ſhould be. 


Author. My opinion is n in this caſe, on 

the beſt of all authorities, the direction of Holy 
Scripture : for the foundation of God ftandeth ſure. 
| The Divine Command for Janfifying a Sabbath ne- 
cellarily 
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ceſſarily implies Reſt from labour and ſecular buſi- 
neſs, and a devotion to the ſolemn acts of Religion: 
in other words, men are on this day to ceaſe from 
the toils of labour, and the hurries of a Life which 
muſt ſoon end; that they may qualify themſelves 
for Happineſs in that State, which will be everlaſt- 
ing. The prophet Is A 14H has deſcribed exactly 
what was, and what was not, to be done upon this 
day, in the words following — 7 urn away thy foot 
from the Sabbath, that is (as he immediately explains 
it) — turn away thy foot, on God's boly day, from | 
doing thy pleaſure ; and call the Sabbath a deligbt, the 
boly of the Lord, honourable ; and honour Him: not 
doing thine own ways, nor Sa thine own pleaſure, 
nor ſpeaking thine own words. You fee then what is 
here forbidden — Converſation, at other times pro- 
per — Pleaſure, at other times innocent — and pur- 
ſuits after Profit, each man in his way, at other times 
lawful and neceſſary. You ſee alſo what is here 
commanded — Call the Sabbath a Delight ,, welcome 
every ſuch Day with thankfulneſs in thine own 
heart, and ſpeak of it to others with chearfulneſs 

and joy— Diſtinguiſh it, as made holy to the Lord 

by repeated commands; and as honourable, for the 
Example ſet thereon by Gop himſelf — Therefore 
' thou ſhalt honour HIN; celebrating the praiſe of a 
moſt wiſe and gracious CREATOR: who not only 
giveth food to all fleſh, crowning the year with his 
goodneſs; but alſo maketh Man wiſer than the fowls 
| of heaven. And, in the words of Taich, ech. 12) 
as rendered by Bp Lowth — In that Day thou ſhalt 


. Behold, 
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Baebold, Gow is my ſalvation ö 
My ſtrength, and my ſong, is IE HOVAH; 
And be is become unto me ſalvationꝛ [ wort: 
- Sing ye JEHOVAH, for be hath wrought a ſtupendous 
This is made manifeſt in ALL THE EARTH. 


Friend. This view of the Sabbath muſt indeed be 
_ delightful to every human mind. And, I appre- 
hend, we ſhould hold the Day honourable likewiſe, 
for the Privilege it confers — that Men may pub- 
licly celebrate Gop, their Maker and their Redeemer, 
with their Prayers and their Praiſes. But then, as 
ſo much true Delight muſt attend the due obſer- 
vance of this Day; and as ſo much Honour is de- 
rived to all Nations, to whom this Divine Com- 
mand is made known : can that be true, which 1s 
reported of the Paſtimes, and Sports, and Amuſements, 
allowed upon this Day in ſome foreign Countries ? 
Author. There is too much reaſon, for believing 
ſuch reports true. The reports are made by Tra- 
vellers of all kinds; and are confirmed by Authors 
of the beſt credit. Among theſe, I was particularly 
ſtruck with the late relation of Dr Burney; as to the 
practice of Wild- Beaſt- Combats, on Sundays, at 
Vienna, by Imperial Licence. And, ſpeaking of the 
King of Pruſſia, he ſays: © When his Majeſty and 
«the Court arrive at Berlin; every day of the week, 
except SATURDAY Which is @ day of Reft, has its 
« particular Amuſements allotted to it.” See State 

of -Mufic in Germany vol. 1, 327 and 2,112. 
Friend. Great as the ſurprize muſt be, at this 
Day being, in ſome Roman - Catholic countries, di- 
vided 


\ 
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vided between the attendance upon Maſs, and at- 
tendance at the Play-Houſe, Cards &c: yet ſtill more 
ſurprizing are the reports, from ſome Proteftant 
countries; where the ſeriouſneſs of the Morning is 
ſoon loſt and forgot, amidſt the levity and diſſi- 
i pation of the Afternoon and Evening. 
Author. That an hour or two can be miftaken for 
a whole Day, is not eaſy to ſuppoſe. And 'of 
courſe it is difficult to conceive, how any ſenſible 
man can cheat himſelf with the notion — that 
going to Church before noon on a Sunday is keeping 
holy THE DAY ! Eſpecially, when all tbe reſt of 
the Day is ſo managed, as effectually to prevent 
religious contemplation. But, we may the more 
_ readily credit ſuch reports from abroad; when we 
have lived to ſee, on a Sunday, Public Places opened, 
where perſons are admitted for Money, to entertain 
themſelves and one another, with burleſque upon 
Religion and ridicule of the Holy Scriptures — to 
| ſee advertiſed a Muſeum, as admitting cuſtomers on 
a Sunday — to fee advertiſed a News-Paper for 
Sunday — and to ſee labourers, with their Carts 
and Waggons, travelling on this Day (like their 
Betters in Coaches) in open defiance of the Tons 
of our Country ! 
Friend. I have heard, that "DEI ch 
HARCOURT, travelling on a Sunday thro' Abingdon, 
in time of Divine Service, was ſtopped by the 
Conſtables; by whom an humble apology 'was 
made to His Lordſhip, for doing what they un- 
derſtood to be their duty, In conſequence of which, 
e 


* 
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His Lordſhip ordered his Coach to the Church- 
door; and joined in the * un till _ 
coneluſion of it. 
Autbor. The anecdote does howver to his Lord- 

ſhip's compliance; as well as to the vigilance of 
the Officers, who were guarding the obſervance of 
this Day. But little can be done for Religion, 
without GuarDians much more powerful. And 
When Such will ariſe, or bat will awaken their 
| Zeal, in a Cauſe ſo eſſential to the Honour of Gov, 
and the Preſervation of N N — is not for Jou, 
or me, to conjecture. | 


Friend. I could ſpecify, wher would do this ef. 
feftually ; but *tis an event, by no means to be 
expected : nor would it 888 at * n even 0 
wiſh for it. 

Autbor. Pray, name it. N 

Friend. Suppoſe : that God, to det the atten- 
tion of his rebellious -creatures, ſhould ſhake this 
Globe; and then, the voice of an Arch- Angel ſhould 
proclaim to all the Chriſtian Nations, Keeze THE 
SABBATH HOLY—how dutifully would ſuch a com- 
mand be obeyed, from the throne to the cottage ! 
with what harmony would The Kings of the earth, 
forbidding all reverence to Themſelves on the Day 
thus claimed for THE KING or KINGS, conſult the 
Honour of the everlaſting Goſpel; by their Royal 
Examples animating their ſubjects to a repeated at- 
tendance on God's public Worſhip, and to all ſuch 
private Inſtructions, as might make them Inberitors 
of the Kingdom of Heaven ! — How would the No- 

ble 
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Nr and the Wealthy, in their reſpective coutitri 
retouncing on that Day all Pleaſure but that — 
Keligion, vie with each other in Zeal for aſſem- 
bling in tbe betuly of Holineſs; proud to hutnble 
themſelves before the GOD who made them, and 
who hath given them all things richly io thjoy He 
would tbe Priefis, the Miniſters of the Goſpel, with - 
an increaſe of ſacred ardour, then weep betweel thi 
| porch amd the altar; depreciating the wrath due to 
paſt violations of the Divine Laws; and praying 
earneſtly, that they may ſave themſelves with thoſe 
committed to their charge ! — How would the Mer 
chdnt and Tradeſman give up, during. that Day; 
all attention to worldly Profit, ariſing from induſtry 
at other times laudable; and, both publckly and 
privatehy, manifeſt their conviction, that it could 
profit a man nothing, 10 gain the whole, turid, and 
loſt bis own ſoul! — How great would bo the public 
rer when the Paor would have ibe Goſpel 
vuniverſally preaabel unto Them : when Maſters 
would fee is their duty, to contrive religious oppot · 
tunities for their Servants; and all the indigent and 
humble would be glad, when they could ſay one 
to another, Let us go into the bouſe of the Lord! 
Laftly : how would the Legiſlators, in each coun- 
try, unite in commanding all places of Public En- 
fertainment to be ſhut up; and, much more, places 
opened for the ludicrous profanation of things ſa- 
cred, and even for W pretence of 
religious diſputation | - 
Audbor. But —if ſuch mighty canſ6quences 
would —ͤ— Es ac thus * 


\ 
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by an Arcb- Angel; behold ! ! we can already lay be- 
R fore. men, the, Authority or Gop Himsze... And 
if men will not hear Go, ſpeaking in the books 5: 
of ; Moſes, and ibe Prophets; why would they hear 

any other Meſſenger from Heaven? The true rea- 


. however men may deceive themſelves, is this 


that they do not. believe in Moſes and the Pro- 
phets. Whercas, if they believe i in Moſes ; they 
= may. ſafely believe, that Gop hath commanded 
| — ſeventh day to be kept boly by all mankind. 
Friend. But there are men, who believe in Moſes - 
and the Prophets, and in Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 

who yet make very light of the Chriſtian Sabbath. 
Autbor. True: and there are ſome, even among 
theſe Believers, who profeſs to Keep Sunday 3 adopt- 
ing a term, which imports that they know the 
Command; and chooſe to come as near to it as 
they can, without keeping it nov. For, dedicating 
the leiſure of this Day to the reception of more 
and better Company, whoſe Politeneſs will lead 
them to entertain by every topic of converſation, 
except that of Religion, is a very aukward way of 
keeping holy the Sabbath day. And as to thoſe Great 
Perſons, who are reduced to difficulties, from this 
Day hanging heavily on their hands; loatli to be 
avowedly profane, 7 yet ſorry to throw away ſo 
much precious Time: their weekly Diſtreſs, though 
in à higher ſtyle, i is not a little ſimilar to that of the 
Farmers, whoſe. þ impatience is expreſſed thus 
— When will the $ Bath be gone, that we may ſet 
forth wheat? Amòs B, 5. There are, to be ſure, 
REY in the way of a Rich Man's Piety. And, 
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if we deſcend a ſtep or two from high life; one 
mould be thought unreaſonable in doubting, hs: 
ther Viſis are not more proper, when Perſons are 
better- dreſſed: and whethet dining at 4 Rich Man's. 
Table is not apology ſufficient for abſence from Even- 
ing - Service, when duty and politeneſs interfere, 

Friend. There are, however, many other Per- 
ſons, who wiſh to be thought ſincere Chriſtians; 
and whoſe general Conduct, as ſuch, is laudable 

and exemplary : who yet, in the caſe now before 

us, ſeem rather defective. 75 

Autbor. Vou have here touched upon one of the 


chief ſources of this great evil, the Violation of | 


the Sabbath; derived from the practice of Perſons | 
ſerious and conſcientious : © Perfons — who attend 
the Public Worſhip of G op, both morning and 
evening ; yet allow themſelves to ſpend the other 
parts of the Day in ſuch Viſits, and ſuch Conver- 
ſation, as have no kind of connection with we true 
Buſineſs then principally intendet. 


Friend. You do not, I ſuppoſe, think it -offible 
to ſpend every bour of any Day in Acts of Reli- 
gion; and, if I know you at all, you would not 
3 upon this day, a ſpirit of gloomineſs, 
or a total abſtraction from the world. 


Author. By no means, True religion | is a very 
chearful thing; and St Paul hath given us the 
Chriſtian's Motto — Rejoice evermore, The ſecret of 
the matter will be diſcovered, by a fair anſwer to 
this one queſtion, Are your minds ſet upon righteouſ- 
neſs? If ſo; men will call 8 Sabbath 4 Delight, 


. 
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And, this leſſon ance learnt ; the more of this Day 


| they devgre to the improvement of their own Minds, 
the inftruQtion of their Families, and the reforma- 
tion of their Friends, the happier as well as better 
they will be. Nor is there any reaſon, why Reli- 
gion ſhould be confined to the Cloſet, even in Me. 
ditation F much leſs, why it may not improve the 
Migd, in Converlation with a Friend, while a walk 
| may improve the Body, In ſhort: the Ref, on 
this Pay, is to be cop cork to the public and pri- 
vate adoration of our reator ; to the grateful cele - 
bration of our Redemption, aſcertained by Chriſt's 
ReſurreZion';, ta our more perfect ac acquaintance with 
the Ways, and the Works, and the'Commands of Gon, 
in the holy Scriptures ; and to the cultivation of 
that Virtuous Frome of Mind, which is the only true 
foundation of Peace in this world, and of Happi- 
nels in the next. Laſtly ; let it be remembered, 
| that, as 4 greater number of Sacrifices was required 
on the Jeb Sabbath; ſo ſhould the Chriſtian Sab 
bath be eminently diſtinguifhed likewiſe. 
Friend. I have often thought, it would be of 
great uſe; if men would form the fallowing Teſt, 
or Standard, to try tbe Sincerity of their Sunday -Piety. 
 Suppoſe-—— that GD had. ſo. conſtituted this 
| world, that one day in a week might be ſufficient to 
G vide for the Wapts, and the Profits, and the 
| RR of this Life; and that the other Fx days 
had been demanded for the Worſhip of Himſelf, 
and our Preparation for a Life to come: Het 


would #hat one day de pen? Should we not all riſe 


early, and fate take reſt U. Should we not ſtudy the 
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| beſt. authors u n Trade — conſult the ableſt a; 


cylators upon '— and uſe every poſſible con · 
trivance, to compriſe within theſe few hours our 
ſchemes, both for Profit and for Pliaſure? Should | 


we not reject, as foreign to the Day, all conyerſa : 
tion of a religious nature; claiming every moment 
for this world, and its buſineſs, as indiſpenſable? 
Change, now, the Scene. The Chriſtian, Sabbath 
is one day only. Are we equally in earneſt, on 
this one day, in favour of Religion? And are - 
ready to proteſt againſt worldly Bufi meſs, worldly - 
Profit, and world] ly Pleaſure, on this Day ; as we 
ſhould be againſt interruptions from Hoon, in 

the caſe before ſuppoſed 7 


Autor. Happy they, who can faul — this 
| queſtion ! And, bad as the times are z there are yet 
many men, who preſerve both the form of godfineſs, 
and alſo the power of it; who are vt aſbamed of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, but believe it the power of Ga 
umo ſaluation: and who conſider a weekly Sabbath 
as one of Gop's greateſt Bleſſings. That ſuch men 
may be ſtill more numerous, ſhould. be the prayer, 
and endeavour, of every Miniſter of the Goſpel. 
Friend. It muſt be a ſevere cenſure on the many ; 
if any one man ſhould be at all remarkable for 4 
devout, yet not a ſuperſtitious, obſervance of the 
Lord's Day. But ſuch was the juſtly - celebrated 
Profeſſor GELILERT, of Leipſic, who died in 1769: 
whoſe ſentiments are thus expreſſed in his Life, lately 
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tranſlated from German into French; '8*. 1773, 


pag. 24 — We think too lightly of rhe Duties of 
« Sunday, And 1 a convinced; that a religious | 
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ay” employment of this Sacred Day i is one indiſpen- 
« fable mean, and indeed the moſt ſalutary of all, 
« to promote our progreſs in Religion and Piety. 
To withdraw L. then from all worldly Oc- 
* cupations; to make a ſerious examination of our 
4 own Hearts; lift them up to Heaven; to 
6s ſtrengthen our Wc with the truths of Faith : 
. this is to fortify for the whole Week, and to 
« prepare ourſelves for exerciſing the duties of our 
« calling with Fidelity. He, who employs the Sun- 
« day well; can he make a bad uſe of the reſt of 
« the Week? He, who paſſes this day ill; can he 
« think himſelf obliged to employ well the fol- 
6 lowing Days ? Hear me, whoever you are, that 
« caſt your eyes upon this paper; it is the Em- 
* ployment of Sunday, on which _ of the whole 
Week depends.” 

- Author, I thank you for this quotation. And 
tale it for granted, that I may now cloſe this Con- 
ference, with the following extract from Arch-Bp 

"Sn CKER, —— © Pliny,-a Heathen Magiſtrate, 
< writing, within a few years after the death of 
| St John, to the Emperor Trajan, for directions 
&* how to proceed in puniſhing the Chriſtians, de- 
« ſcribes them by their Cuſtom. of holding Con- 

«/ pregations on a ſtated Day to worſhip Chriſt, and 
* bind themſelves by a Sacrament, or Oath, to com- 
mit no wickedneſs, Again, about 40 years after 
4 him, Juſtin Martyr, in a defence of them, when 
“ perſecuted by another Heathen Emperor, gives 
. 4 the following account of their Obſervation of 
Sunday. On the day called Sunday, TR 


ATL 's. , 8 
« ther we live in the city or the country, meet in one 
e place: where the Writings of the Apoſtles and Pro- 
e phets are read, an Exhortation to live rages to 
&« them is made by tbe Preſident of the Aſſembly, and 
ee offer up our joint Prayets. Then Bread and 
Mine is brought; and, after repeated Prayers and 
4 Praiſes by the Preſident (to which the people anſwer = 
« Amen) it is diſtributed throughout the congregation : 
4 and Alms are collected, for the uſe of the Poor. The 
« reaſon, why we all meet on Sunday, is, that this is 
« the rms Day, in which God created the world, | 
« and on which our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt roſe from the 
« dead. Such was the obedience of the firſt Chriſ- 
. fians to the rules of the Goſpel, though the Laws - 
<« of men puniſhed it with Death: whereas we, 
6 who call ourſelves Chriſtians too, and live in a 
« Time, when Gop and Man require the ſame thing, 
4 diſobey Both. And the conſequence hath been, 
« that, whereas their Zeal filled them with all Piety 
and virtue, and converted the world to true Re- 
<« ligion; our Lukewarmneſs hath made us negligent, 
*« and bad in the whole of our Conduct, and we 
« are relapſed into the Ty and Atheiſm of 
« the Pagans. ” 


But— may thoſe, who name the name of Cun aN. 8 
depart from ſuch Inguitiy ! And may they all, ever, 
REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY, 
TO KEEP THAT HOLY ! 
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